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FOREWORD 
 

 

 

 

 

This seventh edition of the Platinum-group Metals Directory, like its predecessors, is intended 

to provide a complete coverage of the platinum-group metal mining industry in South Africa. 

 

An account of South Africa's position in terms of world platinum-group metal resources is 

presented, followed by an overview of platinum-group metal occurrences with a locality map, 

current and historical production and sales within the Republic, a figure depicting South 

Africa's position in terms of world platinum-group metal supply, and an outline of the structure 

of the platinum-group metal mining industry. The main body of the Directory consists of an 

alphabetical list of the operating companies, and includes details of factors such as 

production, mineral reserves and financial results. 

 

Information contained in the Directory was obtained from Mineral Economics Directorate 

statistics and companies’ financial reports. 

 

It is hoped that this compilation will provide a useful reference for all industry participants as 

well as prospective investors. 

 

M Mabuza 
Director 
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A. THE OCCURRENCE AND PRODUCTION OF PLATINUM-GROUP 
METALS IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The platinum-group metals (PGMs) constitute a family of six chemically similar elements. 

They are divided according to their densities into a heavier category, comprising platinum, 

iridium and osmium, and a lighter group, consisting of palladium, rhodium and ruthenium. 

Their excellent catalytic qualities, resistance to corrosion, chemical inertness and high melting 

points render them most suitable for a number of specialist applications. 

 

The three main PGMs, platinum, palladium and rhodium, are used primarily as catalytic 

converters in emission control equipment. However, they also have other important 

specialised applications in the high technology, electrical, chemical and petroleum refining 

industries. These include uses in fertiliser and glass manufacturing, in dental alloys and in fuel 

cells. Platinum, and to a lesser extent palladium, is also much in demand for jewellery and as 

bars and coins for investment purposes.  

 

As early as June 1919 recovery of platinum-group metals in South Africa began in earnest at 

several of the large gold mines on the far East Rand. The discovery of platinum-bearing 

quartz bodies on a farm near Naboomspruit led to the opening of the first platinum mine in 

1924. The mine was operated by Transvaal Platinum Ltd., but was forced to close down in 

December 1926 because of the patchy nature of the mineralisation. Unrelated to these 

discoveries, A.F. Lombaard panned native platinum from a dry watercourse of the Moopetsi 

River on his farm Maandagshoek in the Lydenburg district in 1924, marking the discovery of 

the Merensky Reef. The Merensky Reef has traditionally been the most important platinum-

producing layer in the Bushveld Complex, exploitation having commenced in the Rustenburg 

area in 1929.  

 

 

2. OCCURRENCES 
 

In South Africa, platinum-group metals, together with the by-products gold, silver, nickel, 

copper and cobalt, occur in economic concentrations in three separate, extensive layered 

reefs associated with the mafic rocks of the Rustenburg Layered Suite of the Bushveld 

Complex. They are the Merensky Reef, the UG2 Chromitite Layer, and the Platreef. The 

PGMs occur as alloyed native metals, as platinoid minerals (e.g. sperrylite and braggite) and 

in copper, nickel, cobalt and iron-bearing sulphide minerals (e.g. pentlandite, pyrrhotite and 

chalcopyrite). 
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Small quantities of PGMs are also produced from the gold deposits of the Witwatersrand 

Basin and from the copper ores of the Phalaborwa Complex. Furthermore, PGMs are 

produced as a by-product of nickel mining on the Uitkomst Complex in the Mpumalanga 

Province. 

 
 
3. PRODUCTION 
 
In 2006, South Africa's known reserve base of PGMs represented 87,7 per cent of the world 

total (Table 1). South Africa’s PGM output is derived almost exclusively from the Bushveld 

Complex, with only about 0,4 per cent coming from the Evander Gold Field, the Uitkomst 

Complex and the Phalaborwa Igneous Complex.   

 

Currently, there are eighteen producing platinum mines (Lonmin Platinum owns four) and two 

recovery plants operating in the Bushveld Complex (Fig. 1). Of these mines, seventeen 

exploit the Merensky Reef and UG2 Chromitite Layer, with one, Potgietersrust Platinums 

Mine – an opencast operation – exploiting the Platreef, on the northern limb of the Complex. 

Twelve of the mines are located on the western limb of the Bushveld Complex, while five 

current producers are situated on the eastern limb. 

 

Beneficiation of the ore through milling, flotation and smelting, to form a matte containing the 

PGMs, gold, silver and the base metals nickel, copper and cobalt, is undertaken at various 

concentrators and smelters. Further refining of the matte, including extraction of the base 

metals and recovery of the constituent precious metals, takes place at Anglo Platinum’s 

refineries near Rustenburg, Western Platinum’s refineries on the mine property as well as 

near Brakpan, and Implats' refineries in Springs. Northam’s base metal refining is done on the 

mine property, while the precious metal refining is done at the Heraeus refinery in Port 

Elizabeth. 

 
 
TABLE 1 – WORLD RESERVES OF PLATINUM-GROUP METALS, 2006 

COUNTRY RESERVE BASE 

t % Rank 

South Africa 70 000  87,7 1 
Russia   6 600   8,3 2 
USA   2 000   2,5 3 
Canada      390   0,5 4 
Other      850   1,1 - 

TOTAL 79 840 100,0  

 

 Source:  USGS, 2007, pp 123 
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Fig. 1 - MAP SHOWING PRODUCING PLATINUM-GROUP METAL MINES IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 

 
 

South Africa's contribution to world PGM supply in 2005 is illustrated in Figure 2, while the 

country's PGM production and revenue gained from exports from 1996 to 2005 is reflected in 

Table 2. 
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Fig. 2 – WORLD SUPPLY OF PLATINUM-GROUP METALS, 2005 

South Africa
56.7%

Russia 
32.6%

Canada
4.0%

USA
3.4%

Other
3.3%

 

Sources:  Kendall, 2006, pp 48 - 52 

    Department of Minerals and Energy 

Notes:    South Africa: PGMs production 

    Russia, Canada and Other: Platinum, palladium and rhodium only 

    USA: Platinum and palladium production only  
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TABLE 2 – SOUTH AFRICA’S PLATINUM-GROUP METALS PRODUCTION AND SALES, 

1996 – 2005 

YEAR PRODUCTION (kg) EXPORT SALES 
 Mass (kg) Value (FOB) 

   R ‘ 000 R/kg 
1996 188 636 183 962 7 428 137 40 379 
1997 196 604 187 167 8 403 862 44 900 
1998 199 953 193 502 11 602 274 59 959 
1999 216 479 198 713 13 964 729 70 276 
2000 206 770 198 944 24 645 761 123 883 
2001 228 747 193 354 29 381 009 151 954 
2002 239 585 207 637 30 458 603 146 692 
2003 266 458 241 262 25 553 565 105 916 
2004 276 401 259 716 29 527 109 113 690 
2005 302 979 259 014 33 479 777 129 259 
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B. CORPORATE STRUCTURE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN PLATINUM-
GROUP METAL MINING INDUSTRY AS AT MARCH 2007 

 
 
 

AFRICAN RAINBOW MINERALS LTD

41,5%

55%

ANGLO PLATINUM LTD

50%

50%

100%

50%

50%

100%

100%

100%

85%

100%

AQUARIUS PLATINUM LTD

50%

100%

50%

50%

Note: *  Local communities 17%

Amandelbult Section

Two Rivers

CTRP JV Chrome Tailings Retreatment Plant

Rustenburg Section

Western Limb Tailings Retreatment

Union Section

Kroondal PSA

Marikana PSA

Everest

Kroondal PSA

Marikana PSA

Potgietersrust Platinums

Rustenburg Platinum Mines

Bafokeng-Rasimone Platinum Mine JV

Modikwa Platinum Mine JV *

Modikwa Platinum Mine JV *

Modikwa Platinum Mine

Modikwa Platinum Mine

Bafokeng-Rasimone Platinum Mine

Lebowa Platinum Mines
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BARPLATS INVESTMENTS LTD

100%

IMPALA PLATINUM HOLDINGS LTD

100%

45%

IVANHOE NICKEL & PLATINUM SA (PTY) LTD

25%

LONMIN PLATINUM

100%

100%

NORTHAM PLATINUM LTD

100%

ROYAL BAFOKENG RESOURCES HOLDINGS (PTY) LTD

50%

SYLVANIA SOUTH AFRICA (PTY) LTD

25%

Western Platinum Mine

Two Rivers

Marikana Operations

Crocodile River Mine

Chrome Tailings Retreatment PlantCTRP JV

Eastern Platinum Mine

Karee Mine

Northam Platinum Mine

Impala Platinum

Lonmin Platinum Limpopo

Bafokeng-Rasimone Platinum Mine JV Bafokeng-Rasimone Platinum Mine

CTRP JV Chrome Tailings Retreatment Plant
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C. PLATINUM-GROUP METAL MINING COMPANIES 
 
 

1. AFRICAN RAINBOW MINERALS LIMITED 
 

Registered Office:  ARM House 

29 Impala Rd 

Chislehurston 

Sandton 

Johannesburg  

     

    PO Box 786136 

Sandton, 2146 

 

    Telephone: +27 11 779 1300 

    Facsimile: +27 11 779 1312 

 

E - mail: ir.admin@arm.co.za 

 

Website: www.arm.co.za 

 

Control:  African Rainbow Minerals & Exploration Investments (Pty) 

Limited (42,9 per cent) 

       
Financial Year:  Ends 30 June   

 
    

PRODUCTION UNITS MANAGED BY THE COMPANY 

Mine Location Reef(s) mined Mine type 

Modikwa Platinum Mine 

(African Rainbow Minerals Ltd 

41,5%, Anglo Platinum Ltd 50%, 

local community 8,5%) 

Sekhukhuneland 

Limpopo Province 
UG2 Underground 

Two Rivers Platinum Mine 

(African Rainbow Minerals Ltd 

55%, Impala Platinum Holdings 

Ltd 45%) 

Lydenburg 

Mpumalanga 
UG2 Underground 
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PRODUCTION 
(100 per cent of abovementioned mines) 

Financial year 
Tonnes milled 

(kt) 
Refined PGMs 

(kg) 
Head grade 

(g/t) 

2005 2 456 10 125 na 

2006 2 510   9 925 na 

 
 

MINERAL RESERVES 
(100 per cent) 

(Estimated as at 30 June 2006) 

Classification 
Tonnes 

(Mt) 
4E grade 

(g/t) 
4E 
(t) 

Proved – Modikwa 5,83 12,03 70,13 

Probable - Modikwa 9,89   4,64 45,89 

Proved – Two Rivers 10,50 3,60 37,80 

Probable – Two Rivers 29,80 3,44 102,51 

Proved – Total 16,33 6,61 107,93 

Probable - Total 39,69 3,74 148,40 

 

 
 
2. ANGLO PLATINUM LIMITED 
 

Registered Office:  55 Marshall Street  

    Johannesburg 

    

    PO Box 62179 

    Marshalltown, 2107 

 

    Telephone: +27 11 373 6111 

    Facsimile: +27 11 373 5111 

 

    E - mail: traymond@angloplat.com 

    
    Website: www.angloplatinum.com  

 
Control:   Anglo American plc (75,4 per cent) 
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Financial Year:  Ends 31 December   
 
 

PRODUCTION UNITS MANAGED BY THE COMPANY 

Mine Location Reef(s) mined Mine type 

Amandelbult Section 
Thabazimbi 

Limpopo Province 

Merensky & 

UG2 
Underground 

Bafokeng-Rasimone Platinum 

Mine 

(Anglo Platinum Ltd 50%, Royal 

Bafokeng Resources Holdings 

(Pty) Ltd 50%) 

Rustenburg 

North West Province 
Merensky & 

UG2 

Underground 

& opencast 

Lebowa Platinum Mines 
Sekhukhuneland 

Limpopo Province 
Merensky & 

UG2 
Underground 

Potgietersrust Platinums 
Mokopane 

Limpopo Province 
Platreef Opencast 

Rustenburg Section 
Rustenburg 

North West Province 
Merensky & 

UG2 
Underground 

Union Section 

(Anglo Platinum Ltd 85%, 

Bakgatla-Ba-Kgafela traditional 

community 15%) 

Thabazimbi 

Limpopo Province 
Merensky & 

UG2 
Underground 

Western Limb Tailings 

Retreatment Plant 

Rustenburg 

North West Province 
na na 

 
  

PRODUCTION 
(100 per cent of abovementioned mines) 

Financial year 
Tonnes milled 

(kt) 
Refined PGMs 

(kg) 
Head grade 

(g/t) 

2002 30 864 121 114 na 

2003 33 546 123 064 na 

2004 37 917 129 073 na 

2005 38 403 129 795 na 

2006 39 864 141 617 na 
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SOUTH AFRICAN MINERAL RESERVES 
(100 per cent) 

(Estimated as at 31 December 2006)  

Classification 
Tonnes 

(Mt) 
4E grade 

(g/t) 
4E 
(t) 

Proved – Rustenburg Section   95,0 4,51   428,5 

Probable – Rustenburg Section 174,7 2,82   491,8 

Proved – Amandelbult Section 205,6 5,24 1 078,4 

Probable – Amandelbult Section 200,3 5,32 1 066,0 

Proved – Union Section   36,1 4,69   169,4 

Probable – Union Section   49,5 4,90   242,6 

Proved – Potgietersrust 336,0 3,24 1 088,7 

Probable – Potgietersrust 110,8 3,67   406,6 

Proved – Lebowa   48,1 4,95   238,2 

Probable – Lebowa   17,4 4,94     85,9 

Proved – BRPM   25,2 4,51   113,6 

Probable – BRPM   13,6 4,55     61,8 

Proved – Twickenham     0,6 4,96       3,0 

Probable – Twickenham   64,2 5,18   332,6 

Proved – Total 746,6 4,18 3 119,8 

Probable – Total 630,5 4,26 2 687,3 

 
 

FINANCIAL RESULTS 
(R millions) 

Financial 
year 

Net sales revenue Cost of sales Gross profit on 
metal sales 

Capital 
expenditure * 

2002 19 552,7 10 129,9   9 422,8 5 994,1 

2003 16 100,4 12 190,5   3 909,9 7 401,5 

2004 19 267,0 14 678,8   4 588,2 4 408,4 

2005 22 938,0 17 100,3   5 837,7 4 215,5 

2006 39 155,3 22 531,2 16 624,1 6 442,4 

 
Note: * In South Africa 
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3. AQUARIUS PLATINUM LIMITED 
 

Registered Office:  Clarendon House 

2 Church Street 

Hamilton 

Bermuda 

 

Telephone: +61 8 9367 5211 

Facsimile: +61 8 9367 5233  

 

E - mail: info@aquariusplatinum.com 

 

Website: www.aquariusplatinum.com 

 

Financial Year:  Ends 30 June   
 
 

Aquarius Platinum (South Africa) (Pty) Limited 
 
Registered Office:  1st Floor 

Block A  

The Great Wall Group Building 

    5 Skeen Boulevard 

    Bedfordview 

    Johannesburg  

     

    PO Box 1282 

    Bedfordview, 2009 

 

    Telephone: +27 11 455 2050 

    Facsimile: +27 11 455 2095 

 

E - mail: info@aquariussa.co.za 

 

Control:   Aquarius Platinum Limited (50,5 per cent) 
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SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCTION UNITS MANAGED BY THE COMPANY 

Mine Location Reef(s) mined Mine type 

Chrome Tailings Retreatment 

Plant 

(Aquarius Platinum (SA) 

Corporate Services (Pty) Ltd 

50%, Ivanhoe Nickel & Platinum 

SA (Pty) Ltd 25%, Sylvania 

South Africa (Pty) Ltd 25%)  

Rustenburg 

North West Province 
na na 

Everest Platinum Mine 

Lydenburg 

Mpumalanga 

Province 
UG2 

Underground 

& opencast 

Kroondal Pooling & Sharing 

Agreement  

(Aquarius Platinum (South 

Africa) (Pty) Ltd 50%, Anglo 

Platinum Ltd 50%) 

Rustenburg 

North West Province 
UG2 

Underground 

& opencast 

Marikana Pooling & Sharing 

Agreement 

(Aquarius Platinum (South 

Africa) (Pty) Ltd 50%, Anglo 

Platinum Ltd 50%) 

Rustenburg 

North West Province 
UG2 

Underground 

& opencast 

 
 

SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCTION 
(100 per cent abovementioned mines) 

Financial year 
Tonnes processed 

(kt) 
4E in concentrate 

(kg) 
Plant head grade 

(g/t) 

2002 2 663   6 759 3,06 

2003 3 654   7 378 na 

2004 4 632 10 102 na 

2005 5 811 13 250 na 

2006 8 915 19 552 na 
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MINERAL RESERVES 
(100 per cent) 

(Estimated as at 30 June 2006) 

Classification 
Tonnes 

(Mt) 
4E grade 

(g/t) 
4E 
(t) 

Proved – Kroondal   57,86 2,95 170,74 

Probable – Kroondal     9,45 3,23   30,52 

Proved – Marikana   32,18 3,15 101,47 

Probable – Marikana     6,95 3,50   24,33 

Proved – Everest   14,76 3,14   46,28 

Probable – Everest     9,80 3,11   30,44 

Proved – Total 104,80 3,04 318,49 

Probable – Total   26,20 3,26   85,29 

 

 

FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR SOUTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS 
($ thousands) 

Financial 
year 

Total revenue Cost of sales Profit before 
income tax 

Capital 
expenditure 

2002   93 940   47 836  46 104 37 493 

2003   78 829   65 331  13 498 57 563 

2004 147 487 121 793  25 694 21 720 

2005 167 700 160 488    7 212 79 557 

2006 354 770 194 137 160 633 93 950 

 

 

 

4. BARPLATS INVESTMENTS LIMITED 
 

Registered Office:  Platinum Place 

Turnberry Office Park 

48 Grosvenor Road 

Bryanston 

Johannesburg 

 

 

Postnet Suite 177 
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Private Bag X51 

Bryanston, 2021 

 

Telephone: +27 11 463 0050 

Facsimile: +27 11 463 0090  

     
E - mail: info@barplats.net 

    
    Website: www.barplats.net 

 
Control:   Eastern Platinum Limited (69,9 per cent) 

 
Financial Year:  Ends 30 June   

 
 

PRODUCTION UNITS MANAGED BY THE COMPANY 

Mine Location Reef(s) mined Mine type 

Crocodile River  
Brits 

North West Province 
UG2 

Underground 

& opencast 

 
 

PRODUCTION 

Financial year 
Tonnes processed 

(kt) 

PGMs in 
concentrate 

(kg) 

Underground grade 
(g/t) 

2002 757,0 2 361 na 

2003 472,0 1 518 na 

2004 178,0 1 149 na 

2005 103,8    334 4,4 

2006 697,0 2 331 3,6 
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MINERAL RESERVES 
(Estimated as at 30 June 2006) 

Classification 
Tonnes 

(kt) 
4E grade 

(g/t) 
4E 
(t) 

Proved   5 508 3,48 19,1 

Probable 18 390 3,47 63,7 

 
 

FINANCIAL RESULTS 
(R millions) 

Financial 
year 

Revenue Cost of sales Gross profit Capital 
expenditure 

2002 262,9 193,1   69,8   68,6 

2003 154,6 198,2 (43,6)   51,0 

2004 112,9 118,6   (5,7)     5,4 

2005   40,2   36,7     3,5 134,4 

2006 385,6 278,4 107,2 134,5 

 

 

 
5. IMPALA PLATINUM HOLDINGS LIMITED 
 

Registered Office:  2 Fricker Road 

    Illovo 

    Johannesburg    

 

    Private Bag X18 

    Northlands, 2116 

 

    Telephone: +27 11 731 9000 

    Facsimile: +27 11 731 9254 

 

    E - mail: investor@implats.co.za 

    
    Website: www.implats.co.za 

 
Financial Year:  Ends 30 June   
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SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCTION UNITS MANAGED BY THE COMPANY 

Mine Location Reef(s) mined Mine type 

Impala Platinum  
Rustenburg 

North West Province 

Merensky & 

UG2 

Underground 

& opencast 

 
 

COMMITTED PROJECTS MANAGED BY THE COMPANY 

Project Location Reef(s) mined Mine type 

Marula Platinum Mine 

(Impala Platinum Holdings Ltd 

77,5%, Marula Community Trust 

7,5%, Mmakau Mining (Pty) Ltd 

7,5%, Tubatse Platinum (Pty) 

Ltd 7,5%) 

Sekhukhuneland 

Limpopo Province 
UG2 Underground 

 
 

SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCTION 
(100 per cent of abovementioned mines) 

Financial year 
Tonnes milled 

(kt) 
Refined PGMs 

(kg) 
Head grade – 6E 

(g/t) 

2002 14 850 58 926 5,05 

2003 15 042 59 828 5,06 

2004 16 213 61 912 na 

2005 16 544 66 621 na 

2006 17 412 65 283 na 
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SOUTH AFRICAN MINERAL RESERVES 
(100 per cent) 

(Estimated as at 30 June 2006) 

Classification 
Mill tonnes 

(Mt) 
6E grade 

(g/t) 
6E 
(t) 

Proved – Impala Platinum   48,5 4,91   238,3 

Probable – Impala Platinum 215,4 4,87 1 048,3 

Proved – Marula Platinum   41,0 5,20   213,2 

Proved – Total   89,5 5,04   451,5 

Probable – Total 215,4 4,87 1 048,3 

 

 
FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR SOUTH AFRICAN OPERATIONS 

(R millions) 

Financial 
year 

Sales Cost of sales Gross profit Capital 
expenditure 

2002 14 045,8   7 941,0 6 104,8 1 250,2 

2003 14 409,1   9 282,4 5 126,7 1 679,9 

2004 15 157,5 11 281,7 3 875,8 1 709,3 

2005 16 349,9 12 328,7 4 021,2 1 814,5 

2006 23 597,6 16 679,0 6 918,6 1 891,7 

 

 

 

6. LONMIN PLC 
 

Registered Office:  4 Grosvenor Place 

    London 

    SW1X 7YL 

 

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7201 6000 

Facsimile: +44 (0)20 7201 6100 

    
E - mail: contact@lonmin.com 

    
    Website: www.lonmin.com 

 
Financial Year:  Ends 30 September 
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Lonmin Platinum 
 

Registered Office:  Northdowns 

    17 Georgian Crescent 

    Bryanston East 

    Johannesburg 

     

    PO Box 98811 

    Sloane Park, 2152 

 

    Telephone: +27 11 516 1300 

    Facsimile: +27 11 516 1310 

 

    E - mail: pat@lonplats.com 

 

Control:   Lonmin plc (82 per cent) 
    
    

PRODUCTION UNITS MANAGED BY THE COMPANY 

Mine Location Reef(s) mined Mine type 

Eastern Platinum  
Rustenburg 

North West Province 
UG2 

Underground 

& opencast 

Karee 
Rustenburg 

North West Province 

Merensky & 

UG2 

Underground 

& opencast 

Lonmin Platinum Limpopo 
Zebediela 

Limpopo Province 

Merensky & 

UG2 
Underground 

Western Platinum 
Rustenburg 

North West Province 

Merensky & 

UG2 

Underground 

& opencast 
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PRODUCTION 
(100 per cent of abovementioned mines) 

Financial year 
Tonnes milled 

(kt) 
PGMs 
(kg) 

Yield into matte 
(g/t) 

2002 11 260 45 645,2 4,13 

2003 14 208 50 759,6 3,83 

2004 14 404 52 147,1 3,82 

2005 13 760 53 008,1 3,81 

2006 15 168 56 205,4 3,84 

 
 

MINERAL RESERVES 
(100 per cent) 

(Estimated as at 30 September 2006) 

Classification 
Tonnage 

(Mt) 
4E grade 

(g/t) 
4E 
(t) 

Proved – Marikana Operations   15,29 3,99     61,01 

Probable – Marikana Operations 393,13 4,15 1 631,49 

Proved – Limpopo Operations     9,22 3,74     34,48 

Probable – Limpopo Operations   16,82 3,44     57,86 

Proved – Total   24,51 3,90     95,49 

Probable – Total 409,95 4,12 1 689,35 

 

 

FINANCIAL RESULTS 
($ millions) 

Financial year Revenue Operating profit Capital expenditure * 

2002   697 331 1 558,2 

2003   779 297 1 293,6 

2004 1 030 303 1 230,1 

2005 1 128 350 1 180,0 

2006 1 855 842 1 207,0 

 
Notes:          * R millions 
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7. NORTHAM PLATINUM LIMITED 
 

Registered Office:  Albury Park  

Magalieszicht Avenue 

Dunkeld West 

Sandton   

Johannesburg 

    

    PO Box 412694 

Craighall, 2024 

 

    Telephone: +27 11 759 6000 

    Facsimile: +27 11 325 4795 

 

    E - mail: svanderspuy@corp.norplats.co.za 

    
    Website: www.northam.co.za    

 
Financial Year:  Ends 30 June   

 
 

PRODUCTION UNITS MANAGED BY THE COMPANY 

Mine Location Reef(s) mined Mine type 

Northam  
Thabazimbi 

Limpopo Province 

Merensky & 

UG2 
Underground 

 
 

PRODUCTION 

Financial year 
Tonnes milled 

(kt) 
PGMs in 

concentrate (kg) 
Head grade – 4E 

(g/t) 

2002 1 931 9 593 5,3 

2003 2 219 11 757 5,3 

2004 2 233 11 874 5,5 

2005 2 150 11 549 5,6 

2006 2 303 12 671 5,5 
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MINERAL RESERVES 
(Estimated as at 30 June 2006) 

Classification 
Tonnage 

(Mt) 
Mill head grade 

(g/t) 
4E 
(t) 

Proved – Merensky Reef   2,6 6,07   16 

Probable – Merensky Reef 24,5 6,07 149 

Proved – UG2 Reef   2,1 4,18    9 

Probable – UG2 Reef 38,3 4,18 160 

Proved – Total   4,7 5,32   25 

Probable – Total 62,8 4,92 309 

 

 
FINANCIAL RESULTS 

(R thousands) 

Financial 
year 

Sales revenue Cost of sales Operating profit Capital 
expenditure 

2002 1 561   977   584   90 

2003 1 472 1 094   378 176 

2004 1 720 1 335   385 123 

2005 1 555 1 283   271 139 

2006 2 386 1 375 1 011 211 
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D. BY-PRODUCT PLATINUM-GROUP METAL PRODUCERS 
 
 

1. NKOMATI MINE 
 

Registered Office:  ARM House 

29 Impala Rd 

Chislehurston 

Sandton 

Johannesburg  

     

    PO Box 786136 

Sandton, 2146 

 

    Telephone: +27 11 779 1300 

    Facsimile: +27 11 779 1312 

 

E - mail: ir.admin@arm.co.za 

 

Website: www.arm.co.za 

 

Group: African Rainbow Minerals Limited (50 per cent), LionOre 

Mining International Limited (50 per cent) 

 
 

PRODUCTION 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

PGMs (kg) 964,2 1 124,6 1 247,8 1 150,2 1 031,4 

 
Note:  PGMs are produced as a by-product of nickel mining in the Waterval-Boven district of 

the Mpumalanga Province. 
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2. PALABORA MINING COMPANY LIMITED 
 

Registered Office:  1 Copper Road 

    Phalaborwa 

    

    PO Box 65 

    Phalaborwa, 1390 

 

    Telephone: +27 15 780 2021 

    Facsimile: +27 15 780 2018 

 

    E - mail: keith.mathole@palabora.co.za 

    
    Web site: www.palabora.com 

 
 

PRODUCTION 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

PGMs (kg) 57,2 56,5 96,0 22,6 65,8 

 
Note:  PGMs are produced as a by-product of copper mining in the Phalaborwa district of 

the Limpopo Province. 
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E. INDEX 
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 Bafokeng-Rasimone Platinum Mine                 10 
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 Barplats Investments Limited                 14 
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 Crocodile River Mine                  15 

 Eastern Platinum Limited                  15 

 Eastern Platinum Mine                  19 

 Everest Platinum Mine                             13 

 Impala Platinum Holdings Limited       8, 16, 17   

 Impala Platinum                   17 

 Ivanhoe Nickel & Platinum SA Pty Limited                13    

 Karee Mine                    19 

 Kroondal Pooling & Sharing Agreement                 13 

 Lebowa Platinum Mines                  10 

 LionOre Mining International Limited                 23 

 Lonmin Platinum                   19 

 Lonmin Platinum Limpopo                  19 

 Lonmin plc              18, 19 

 Marikana Pooling & Sharing Agreement                 13 

 Marula Community Trust                  17 

 Marula Platinum Mine project                 17 

 Mmakau Mining (Pty) Limited                 17 

 Modikwa Platinum Mine        8 

 Nkomati Mine                   23 

 Northam Platinum Limited                  21 

 Northam Platinum Mine                  21 

 Palabora Mining Company Limited                 24 

 Potgietersrust Platinums                  10 

 Royal Bafokeng Resources Holdings (Pty) Limited               10 

 Rustenburg Section                   10 
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 Sylvania South Africa (Pty) Limited                 13 

 Tubatse Platinum (Pty) Limited                 17 

 Two Rivers Platinum Mine        8 

 Union Section                   10 

 Western Limb Tailings Retreatment Plant                10 

 Western Platinum Mine                  19 

 

 

F. REFERENCES 
 

Kendall, T, 2006. Platinum 2006: Johnson Matthey plc, London, 52 pp  

 

US Geological Survey, 2007. Mineral Commodity Summaries, 2007: Internet Website, 

http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/platinum/platimcs07.pdf  


